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was so thick that nothing could be seen, and that many men developed
eye-trouble because of it.1 On reaching Deveh Boyun, Nadir made a
fortified de*p6t for his baggage, and then, towards the end of October,
1740, he and his men set out for Fitnak. Near that place the Persians en-
countered Ilbars's forces and a fierce battle resulted. A body of 6,000
Yamut Turkomans fought with great bravery, but they and the other
troops on the Ozbeg side proved unable to withstand a series of charges
led by Nadir in person.8 Ilbars and his men were compelled to fall back
and take refuge in the strong fortress of Hazarasp, situated 13 miles to
the north-west of Fitnak ; the Khan had previously given orders for the
low-lying land surrounding the fortress to be flooded from the numerous
canals. The result was that when Nadir approached Hazarasp, he found

1 Bayan, foL 51 (b).

1 K.N., pp. 544 and 545; it is stated in a marginal note on p. 544 that this battle was fought
on the nth Sha'ban (ist November, 1740).